j3                           GORING

to South-West Africa. He held this post from 1885 to
1891. The new National Socialist history calls him
' Resident Minister.5

Goring's task was a heavy one. The commissary in
the beginning had no troops and had to entice the
natives to make land over with money. As coloniza-
tion went further ahead, so did the struggle between
England and Germany for South Africa grow ever
fiercer. Goring then asked for his own troops and ships
to strengthen and assure the work of colonization. He
was given men, and raised a police force himself. Thus
the interest in this most important instrument for assur-
ing personal power has come down from father to son.

TTie troops, which for the most part were made up
of natives, were never, or at any rate were only in
the beginning, convinced as to Commissary Goring* s
contributions to their well-being, for we read in the
history of the German Colonial Society of how two of
Goring's native police deserted him, as he had had them
flogged. ' Two of these rascals went off,' we are told,
e when they were flogged for the first time for insub-
ordination towards their superior officer. The other
Hereros, too, were found to be insubordinate and
useless.'

Goring, therefore, had brought in a strict discipline.
So stern was he that he caused a Herero rising; he
himself barely escaped with his life. By a miracle he
reached the coast and a German ship, which brought
him home.

Goring afterwards was sent to the/ consulate in
Haiti and would now have been quite forgotten, had
not his^son through the colonial legend made of him a
champion of the German colonial idea.